INTRODUCTION

Among the religious faiths that have continued from
remote antiquity to mould the thought and life of the Hindus.
the rmst important are Saivism, Vai^navism and Saktism- of
these Sai\/ism dates back to Chalcolithic age and perhaps
even further still-1 Saivism is one of the living religions
of India.2 It is practised by vast numbers of people. Its
influence is to be seen not only in India, but also in
Ceylon and other Asia countries.3 Though it is difficult to
trace the origins of Saivism, we may say safely that
Saivism is a happy blend of the two factors one Aryan
and the other pro-Aryan. Saivism is not a single unit, but
covers many faiths- We find different shades of thought
and observance of different eligious rites among the schools
of Saivism. They range from the idealistic monism of Kashmir
Saivism to the Pluralistic realism of the Siddhanta. In this
respect we may consider Saivism to ba typical of the
entire range of Hindu thought.4

The term 'Saiva Siddhanta' denotes the kinship of this
school with other schools of Saivism and also differentiates
it from them. In being one of the Saiva systems, it is in
agreement with those sects for whom the supreme Being
is Lord Siva. It differs from other schools in that it has
an epithet 'Siddhanta' which means 'Accomplished End'- The
other schools while having some common ground with
Saiva Siddhanta as suggested above, are on the way to
Truth, but have not reached it yet. This final end has been
attained by Saiva Siddhanta which signifies the 'Saivite